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SUBJECT: TAIWAN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH SITUATION 

1 . THREE TAIWANESE EXPATRIATE COMMUNITY LEADER AND 
LEGISLATOR KUO YU-HSIN, PROF. PENG MING-MIN, AND PUBLICIST 
WANG NENG-HSIANG) CALLED AT DEPT. (EA/ROC) APRIL 13 TO 
EXPRESS THEIR CONCERN ABOUT REPORTS FROM TAIWAN THAT GROC 
WOULD ARREST TAIWAN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH LEADERS WITHIN A 
FEW DAYS. THE ONLY FACTOR THEY CITED AS SUPPORTING 

THESE RUMORS WAS THE RECENT CENTRAL DAILY NEWS EDITORIAL 
WHICH CRITICIZED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, MENTIONING CHURCH 
SECRETARY GENERAL KAO AND TAINAN SEMINARY LEADER CHENG 
(PHONETIC) BY NAME. 

2. DEPTOFF. SAID THAT USG WAS AWARE OF REPORTS AND THAT 
EMBASSY WAS FOLLOWING SITUATION CLOSELY. WE NOTED AND 
PENG ACKNOWLEDGED THAT DURING PAST YEAR GROC HAD REACTED 
WITH RESTRAINT TO CHURCH'S DECLARATION AND HAD ALLOWED 
MORE OPEN DISCUSSION OF POLITICALLY SENSITIVE ISSUES ON 
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TAIWAN. WE STATED THAT GROC WAS AWARE OF USG CONCERN FOR 
HUMAN RIGHTS. 

3. DEPTOFF. SUBSEQUENTLY TOLD ROC EMBASSY POLITICAL 
OFFICER THAT GROUP HAD CALLED TO EXPRESS ITS FEARS AND 
THAT DEPT. HAD RESPONDED BY CITING THE RESTRAINT THE 
GROC HAD DISPLAYED IN HANDLING SITUATION THUS FAR. 
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